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The Matrix 
Key to every BCC Course Proposal is a clear articulation 

of how the course is aligned with the Curricular 

Elements of the Area of Inquiry (AI) and/or Core Practice 

(CP) tag for which the course is being proposed.   



The Matrix 
For AI proposals, you also need to include a description 

of how student learning is assessed.  This information is 
entered in a matrix specific to each AI and CP. 



The Matrix 



The BCC: Assessment  
Assessment is more than grading. 
 
Assets (tools! mentors!) for assessment are everywhere. 
 
Assessment makes a course better, not busier. 



The BCC Master Syllabus 
Each proposal must include a BCC master 
syllabus that demonstrates alignment with 
the Curricular Elements for each Area of 
Inquiry or Core Practice tag requested.   
 
The BCC alignment section should parallel 
the narrative described in the BCC matrix, 
but in a style more suitable for sharing with 
students. 
 
 



The BCC Master Syllabus 
• …is a framework upon which individual faculty members 

build their course syllabi for their particular course 
sections.   

• …is designed to provide a core of course information to 
assist in communication between University faculty 
members, University administration, and accrediting bodies 
outside the University.   

• …represents the minimum contract between the course 
unit and the institution, and thus should NOT be specific to 
a particular course instructor or time period.  

• For courses with multiple sections, the master syllabus 
should serve as a useful guide for new participating course 
instructors. 



By contrast… 
• … the instructor syllabus outlines course specifics 

(instructor contact information, instructor-specific policies, 
deadlines, lecture outlines, reading lists, grading schemes, 
etc.) that apply to a particular instructor/semester.   
 

• The master syllabus should not include dates and specific 
times.  
 

• If course details do not affect course alignment with the 
curricular elements (CEs) or are not management tools for 
multisection courses, they are generally unnecessary for 
the master syllabus. 



The BCC Master Syllabus 
Remove unnecessary details from section-
specific instructor syllabus that are likely to 
change (from semester-to-semester or 
instructor-to-instructor) 
 
Include explicit alignment to BCC. 
 



The BCC Master Syllabus 

BCC master syllabus guidelines and models can be found on 
the course submission site 
Also at: http://www.bradley.edu/academic/cio/ctel/learning/ 



The BCC Master Syllabus 
The master syllabus should include: 
 
1) General course information 
 
- Course name and number 
 
- Course description from the handbook  
 
- Contact information for person who is the course keeper of the master syllabus  
 
- Brief description of the topics covered 
 
- Description of TYPICAL course materials/resources - distinguish between required 
and recommended if possible 
 
-  Description of how the course grade is assigned. Briefly mention the methods of 
assessment used in the course (e.g., exams, quizzes, papers, presentations, 
standardized exams, group projects). Do not include specific assessments. 



The BCC Master Syllabus 
The master syllabus should include: 
 
2) Description of the course alignment with the related Bradley Core Curricular 
Elements. This is the same content as the table on the CRCRs site, but this does not 
need to be in table format. 
 
3) (as needed) Description of the course alignment with any related external 
guidelines. 
 
-  Description of the course alignment with related Illinois Articulation Initiative 
guidelines (if any). 
 
-  Description of the course alignment with related national guidelines (if any). 


